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Summary: Atrial fibrillation (AF) is well-recognized as a cause for acute ischemic stroke
(AIS) and searched for in clinical practice. However, although AF is associated with
silent brain infarctions (SBI), its role in the formation of these lesions is less well
established and needs clarification. A multitude of clinical, laboratory, echocardiographic
and electrocardiographic parameters are associated with AF. Although no single one of
these parameters has sufficient specificity to rule-in AF, their combined use may
nevertheless help to identify patients with SBI at highest risk for AF. The study’s primary
objective is to assess the cumulative incidence of AF diagnosis at 24 months in patients
with SBI and it is expected to provide evidence that long term monitoring in subjects
with SBI yields similar rates of AF as in patients with AIS. This result would be
supportive in introducing long term monitoring to the care pathway in subjects with SBI.
Since SBI are more prevalent than AIS and current recommendations very restrictive, this
would have a relevant impact on SBI management.



